CONSTANTINOPLE AND  CORFU	$$
ten The doctor said he was out of danger. They spoke of
him at table, but I did not open my mouth. The next day
after that the general gave orders for him to be taken to a
better apartment, where he was to have a servant to wait
on him. The credulous general actually paid him a visit, the
other officers followed suit, and the newly-found prince be-
came the rage. In eight days he was "well and began to go
out. He dined and supped at the general's table, where he
regularly fell asleep because of his intemperance, but every
one believed in him, for two reasons: one was that he calmly
awaited news from Venice, and the other that he declared
that the priest had violated the secret of the confessional in
giving up the papers before his death, therefore he solicited
his punishment; the unhappy priest was already in prison.
I met La Valeur one day on the esplanade, and he stopped
?.nd reproached me with not having been to see him. I
laughed and told him the best thing he could do was to get
away before the truth leaked out. To this he replied with
the grossest insults.
The imposition would have been discovered from the
beginning if any one had had a Royal Almanack) which
contains the genealogy of all princely families, but no one
possessed the book, not even the French Consul, who was a
perfect fool and as ignorant as the rest.
In speaking of La Valeur to Madame Sagredo, I asked,
'Does he talk much of his family?'
cOf his mother—yes. He loved her tenderly. She was a
du Plessis/
clf she were still alive she would be about a hundred and
fifty years old.'
£What nonsense!'
cYes, madame, she was married in the time of Marie de
Medicis.'
£But she is named in his baptismal register—and then his
seal	'
*Does he know his own coat of arms by sight?'
Just as that moment he was announced, and Madame

